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When a parent is unable or unwilling to make 

change necessary to be reunited with their 

children, we as advocates for those children, look 

elsewhere for permanency options.  Most 

commonly this alternative permanency option is 

adoption.  A child can only be made available for 

adoption when his or her parents are deceased, 

surrender their parental rights, or when a court 

terminates their parental rights. 

 

It is important to note that the parent has to 

demonstrate an unwillingness or inability to 

provide a safe home for their child or children 

before the court can legally terminate their 

parental rights.  Parents’ progress is rated on 

goals set by their caseworker in a Case Service 

Plan every six months at Administrative Case 

Review (ACR) meetings.   

 

Parents are typically given nine months to a year 

after their Adjudication to make the changes 

required of them.  This deadline is a soft 

deadline, and parents who are making a sincere 

effort and are making progress will often be given 

significantly longer.  Every case is different, but 

the following is the typical progression towards 

termination. 

 

When a caseworker believes it is in the best 

interests of the children to terminate their 

parents’ rights, he or she will ask the Department 

of Children and Family Services (DCFS) to set an 

administrative meeting called a Legal Screening. 

Moving Towards Termination of a Parent’s Rights 
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An attorney with DCFS will review the case to see 

if the legal burdens have been met and if it is 

appropriate for the caseworker to recommend a 

change of goal to “substitute care pending 

termination”. 

 

It is the State’s Attorney or Guardian ad Litem 

(GAL) who is empowered to file a petition to 

terminate the parents’ rights.  When the petition 

is filed, the court will set an Admonishment 

(Admon) hearing where the court will inform the 

parents about the petition that has been filed, the 

termination process, and their legal rights.  This is 

followed by a hearing on the motion to Terminate 

Parental Rights (TPR).  At this hearing, the judge 

will hear testimony and consider evidence 

regarding the parents’ efforts and progress 

towards reunification. Ultimately, the judge 

determines if the parents are fit or unfit.   

 

If the judge finds that the parents are unfit, he or 

she will set a Best Interest hearing.  At this 

hearing, the judge decides if it is in the best 

interest of the child to terminate the parents’ 

rights.  Please note that parents have the right to 

appeal this finding, and if they chose to appeal, 

the child will not be eligible for adoption until the 

appeal is settled.     

 

As advocates for the child, it is our duty to 

continue to diligently advocate for the child until 

the adoption is legally finalized and their case is 

closed. 

A Bi-Monthly Newsletter for CASA Insiders 
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CASA Office Talk 
 

Advocates – Expect A Call! 
 
Liz Helck, our Advocate Assistant, will be calling 
every advocate monthly to get key information 
about the case you are serving, such as volunteer 
hours and last visit date.  Please keep good track of 
this valuable information! 
 

 
 
Call ahead and get the attention you deserve! 
 
Essential tasks often take us outside of the office 
during normal business hours.  We also can’t give 
you the attention you deserve when we are rushing 
to our next appointment.  Please ensure you get the 
attention you deserve and call ahead when coming 
to the office. 
 
This is true for your caseworkers as well.  Please 
call ahead and make an appointment when you need 
to meet with your caseworker.  They are unlikely to 
be available or prepared for drop-in meetings. 
 
Advocate Corner 
 
Did you know there is a place on our website chock-full of 
investigative links and resources?  Check out all the 

“Advocate Corner” has to offer.  This section of the site 
has current and past issues of this newsletter, as well as 
all the forms you need while working your cases. 
 
www.casavermilion.org/advocate.html 

 
Recent Trainings 
 
Kudos to our advocates who attended two recent in-
service opportunities.  Ellen Baxter, Judy Mattis, 
Kathy Moore, and Nancy Russell, all joined our 
newest advocate class for their swearing-in and to 
hear the judge share her expectations of CASA.  Ella 

Miller, Janell Graham, and Janice Kempe joined the 
CASA staff at a training on suicide prevention at the 
Veterans Administration.  Have you attended an in-
service training we don’t know about?  Please be 
sure to share the information with Liz when she asks 
for your volunteer hours! 
 

In-service training… 
from the comfort of your home! 

 
Did you know you can do in-service training at 
home?  There are books and videos on a number of 
great topics that count as in-service training time 
(12 hrs/year required).  Recently our office invested 
in a number of trainings on VHS tape. 
 
Learn to write better reports, build rapport with 
children, how substance abuse or domestic violence 
effects families, or about fetal alcohol syndrome.  
Pick up the tapes at our office and learn from the 
comfort and convenience of your couch.  
 

Courthouse Etiquette Tips 
 

 Never enter the courtroom until our case is 
called. 

 Be respectful during hearings (don’t talk, 
audibly sigh, make faces etc). 

 Bring a pen, your case file, and notes. You 
may be asked questions or called to testify. 

 Do not talk with the judge about your case if 
you see her in the hall. 

 Introduce your supervisor to others waiting 
in the hallway that you know. 

 Use waiting time before hearings to check in 
with the caseworker, foster parents, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Christmas is just around the corner!  DO YOU SHOP ONLINE? 
 
CASA has partnered with GiveBackAmerica.org to help our 
agency raise additional funds, all at no extra cost to you, the 
consumer! 
 
The concept is simple.  Every time you shop online from your 
favorite online retailer (Target, Expedia, Amazon, Ebay, Office 
Max, just to name a few) a percentage of each purchase will go 
to CASA of Vermilion County! Just click on the GBA button 
(pictured below) on ANY page from the CASA website.  This 
button takes ȅƻǳ ǘƻ /!{!Ωǎ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ƭƛƴƪΦ  CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŦƛƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ 
favorite store and enjoy your shopping! 
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ADVOCATES ARE THE CORE OF EVERYTHING CASA DOES! 

THEY ARE OUR FOUNDATION AND OUR STRENGTH. 
 

 

Now is the time to be talking to friends, 

relatives, co - workers, and neighbors about their 

desire to help children in Vermilion County.  Our 

next training class will be in October/November 

and we would love to have our largest class 

ever.  We cannot do thi s alone.  Please tell 

everyone about the work you do and encourage 

them to sign up now!  Applications are available 

online at www.casavermilion.org  or by calling 

our office at 446 - 5975.  

 

Our 30 - hour child advocacy  pre - service course 

is required for anyone wishing to serve as a 

Court Appointed Special Advocate.  The 

nationally recognized curric ulum includes 

information on the Juvenile Court Process, Child 

Abuse and Neglect Laws, Childhood 

Development, Risk Factors of Child Abuse, and 

much more.  

 

Individuals who are 21 years or  older, dedicated 

to helping children, and who can pass routine 

background checks meet our basic 

qualifications for becoming an advocate.  

Volunteers are asked to commit to at least one 

year.  Volunteers manage their own schedule, 

and on average work 8 hours a month.  

 

FALL 2009 TRAINING SESSION 

 

Training Information: 
 

Dates:  October 14 – November 16, 2009 
Days:  Mondays & Wednesdays 
Time:  9:30 AM – 12:30 PM 
Location: Danville Township Building 

 

 

http://www.casavermilion.org/
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This is an important 
fundraiser for our program.  
{ǇǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

miss out on the fun! 
Visit our website 

www.casavermilion.org for 
more information and to 
purchase tickets online! 

 

Welcome New Advocates!!  
 

Congratulations to our six new advocates (Rose Askam, Deb  Martin, Terri Reed, 

Ned Smith, Lisa Taapken, and Bill Wallpe) who were sworn in on 8/10/09!  They 

have all chosen their first cases, serving a total of 12 new children.  We are so 

excited and proud to work with each and every one of you!  
 

 

Family Fun Hog Roast  

Saturday ð October 24  
Hickory Hollow, Kennekuk Park  

3- 6 PM 

 

 
 

 

~ Our Amazing Advocates ~ 
 

We currently have 29 active CASAs serving 60 children in Vermilion County: 
 

Julie Ahrens    Rose Askam    Ellen Baxter 
Barbara Bein    April Bennett    Shalonda Foreman 
Janell Graham   Ken Green    Connie Huffman 
Linda Jones    Janice Kempe   Deb Martin 
Judy Mattis    Ella Miller    Michell Monroe 
Kathy Moore    John Murray    Cheryl Musson 
Alicia Pettigrew   Ron Pridemore   Terri Reed 
Nancy Russell   Ned Smith    Lisa Taapken 
Ashlee Thomas   Juli Thornton-Busby   Bill Wallpe 
Wendy Wilder   Karen Wodetzki-Davis 

One Hundred Years From Now  

 

One hundred years from now,  it will not matter what kind of house you lived iné what 

kind of car you droveé what your bank balance was. W hat will matter is that you 

were important in the life of a child.   
Adapted from a quote  by Forest Witcraft  


