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The mission of CASA of Vermilion County is to advocate for abused and neglected children within the Juvenile 

Court System, by training and managing volunteers to represent those children‟s best interest to the Court. 

 

 

We look forward to 

the opportunity to 

acknowledge and 

honor our agency‟s 

greatest asset—our 

A D V O C A T E S !  

 

Please let us know 

you‟ll be attending. 

   

ADVOCATE HONORS 

 

Tuesday, April 27, 2010 

4:30-5:00 pm—Social 

5:00-5:30 pm—Program 

Danville Public Library, 1st Floor Meeting Room 

RSVP by 4/20/10 to Renee Poke at 446-5975 or 

advcoor@casavermilion.org  

Please join us for delicious appetizers and refreshments 

(by Charlotte’s) as we gather in appreciation of our Advocates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each April, people across 

the country come together 

to raise awareness about 

child abuse and neglect 

prevention.  Prevent Child 

Abuse Illinois has adopted 

the theme “Pinwheels for 

Prevention.”  To find out 

more about Child Abuse 

Prevention (CAP) month, 

visit: 

preventchildabuseillinois.com 
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The Advocate 
April is Child Abuse Prevention (CAP) Month 

How does a CASA ‘prevent’ child abuse? 
 

Dear Advocates, 

 

April is CAP month—you may be asked, or even wonder your-

self...‟Just how does a CASA help to prevent child abuse?‟ When 

a CASA is appointed to a child, that child has already been sub-

jected to abuse or neglect by their parents or caregivers—a 

CASA‟s work begins after this sad fact.  However, the CASA, 

working closely with service agency and court personnel, strives 

to ensure their CASA child will not be put in harm‟s way again, so 

that their child can heal, gain hope for a better future, and just 

be a kid again.  This is, indeed, prevention—preventing that child 

from being harmed again, either by their caregivers, or by the 

very „system‟ designed to protect them—a system they must now 

journey through on the road to a safe and permanent home. 

 

Your work, indeed, contributes to prevention.  The children we 

serve are our future... and they will soon be adults having families 

of their own.  Having had you, a caring adult, in their life will con-

tribute to breaking the cycle of abuse, enabling our CASA chil-

dren to grow up to be responsible, caring citizens and parents, 

raising responsible, caring children. 

 

CAP month is very much about you, about CASA, and the chil-

dren we serve.  In honor of CAP month, I look forward to ac-

knowledging your work and commitment to the prevention of 

child abuse at our Advocate Honors event on April 27. 

 

Barbara Bein, Executive Director 

CASA of Vermilion County 
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“Without community service, we would not have a strong quality of life. It‟s important to the person 

who serves, as well as the recipient. It‟s the way in which we ourselves grow and develop…”  
  

- Dr. Dorothy I. Height 

Rose Askam 

Ellen Baxter 

Barbara Bein 

April Bennett 

Shalonda Foreman 

Janell Graham 

Connie Huffman 

Janice Kempe 

Judy Mattis 

Deb Martin 

Ella Miller 

 

Michell Monroe 

Kathy Moore 

John Murray 

Ron Pridemore 

Terri Reed 

Nancy Russell 

Ned Smith 

Lisa Taapken 

Juli Thornton-Busby 

Wendy Wilder 

Karen Wodetzki-Davis 

WELCOME NEW ADVOCATES ! 

Our Amazing Advocates— our foundation & strength! 

Active Advocates, Serving 43 Children - 

 

On March 23, graduates of the 2010 Winter Advocate 

Training course took their oath of office before the Hon-

orable Judge Nancy Fahey, initiating them as Officers 

of the Court.  We welcome, thank, and congratulate 

our newest advocates, as well as our new Advocate 

Coordinator, Renee Poke! 

 

Back Row 

Mark Meyer, Linda Hamer, Miranda Duncan 

Linda Ellmore, Kerrie Gill, Mike Courson, Joe Carter 

Front Row 

Renee Poke, Dinea Warrick, Judge Fahey 

Contact Info 
 

CASA Staff 

Barbara Bein 

Executive Director  

director@casavermilion.org 

 

Renee Poke 

Advocate Coordinator 

advcoor@casavermilion.org 

Phone 217-446-5975 

Fax  217-446-6018 

 

Board Officers 

 

Jane Dobbles, President 

Alayne Anderson, VP 

Chuck Kasper, Treasurer 

Roxy Reed, Secretary 

 

Board Directors 

 

Rev. Tiffany Black 

Neal Ehrlich 

Liya Hussmann Rogers 

Tricia Keith 

 

Website 

www.casavermilion.org 
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Additional thanks extended to advocates Rose Askam, Janell Graham, Judy 

Mattis, Kathy Moore, John Murray and Nancy Russell for their help in prepping 

the Everyday Heroes newsletter for distribution.  

 

 

WANTED: 

FACES 

Lots of ideas and 

plans are in store for 

our website, as well 

as enhancing our 

marketing and re-

cruiting efforts.  As 

such, we would like 

to put faces to our 

advocate names on 

the website, as well 

as produce some 

short video clips 

about the good work 

our advocates do. 

 

Advocates—the next 

time you stop in at 

the office, don‟t be 

surprised if suddenly 

you are being inter-

viewed and video-

taped… cameras 

flashing, surrounded 

by paparazzi (staff)... 

being treated like the 

STARS that you are!! 
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Summer 2010 Advocate Training Session 

June 15—July 15 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 

9:30 AM—12:30 PM 

(Location to be determined) 

 

*** HELP SPREAD THE WORD *** 

 

Please copy / share / post the enclosed training calendar!! 

CASAblanca ña huge success!  

It was truly a magical evening ñbreathtaking 

atmosphere, beautiful music, exquisite food, 

amazing auction itemsé good friends and 

kinship. Preliminary figures indicate this spe-

cial fundraiser raised approximately $16,500 to benefit the children we 

serve. CASA staff extends gratitude to our Board Members and Friends 

of CASA who served on the CASAblanca Committee... for their tireless 

work and efforts in making this event successful for our program and 

memorable for our guests. Event photos are available on the CASA web-

site.  Additional thanks to advocates Jan Kempe, Juli Thornton -Busby, 

and Karen Wodetzki -Davis for volunteering even more of their time to 

help make CASAblanca a success!  

 

Sandi Wood (Friends of CASA), Jane Dobbles (CASA Board President), Alayne 

Anderson (CASA Board Vice President) and Lois Gholson (Friends of CASA) 

pose in vintage hats at CASAblanca.  Disclaimer:  No hats were harmed in the 

making of this photograph. 


